Hoekwil & Touwsranten 26 January 2022 The Violence

Community Safety Dialogue Prevention Forum
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0n 26 January 22 people from Hoekwil and Touwsranten and members
of the SAPS came together for the Sth time to continue to dialogue about
how we can make our community safe for everyone who lives here.

This was the first meeting of the year. The meeting received updates
from SAPS and from the working groups and developed a deeper
understanding of the issues that undermine safety in our communities.
The participants represented the diversity of Hoekwil and Touwsranten,
and attended because they have a shared interest in building a safe and
ProSperous community.

The meeting was facilitated by Roslynn Damons from the Seven Passes
Initiative, Chandre Gould from the Institute for Security Studies and
Morné Heunis from the SAPS, Eden cluster.

SAPS representatives included Captain Heunis, W/0 Boshoff, Sgt Rachel

Hendricks, Brigadier Nolan Michaels, Col Xola Mntwapi and Brigaclier
Belindla Parker.

The meeting was conducted in English and Afrikaans, as previously
agreed.



Meeting Objectives

To build on the work we did together in 2021

To re-connect

To deepen our relationships

To get a deeper understanding of our
community and what we need to feel, and
be safe

To identify the next steps forward




Forum Ojectives

To build a strong group who know and trust each
1 other and who are committed to building a safe
community

To create the basis for hope and belief that we

2 can create a prosperous Community

To share updates and progress

To have a common understanding of our
4 challenges

ldentifying the next steps forward

Drawing on the methods of the national The Violence
Violence Prevention Forum: Prevention Forum
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https://www.violence-prevention.org/

Up

dates

Neighbourhood Watch

W/0 Bost

Touwsra

of the Neighbourhood Watch.

HoekSoek

off reported that the neighbourhood watch is up and running in
1ten, bhut that more peop
W/0 Boshoff spoke to the chairpe
arrangeam

e are needed.
son of George's neighhourhood watch and will
eeting with Aunt Suss to finalise the paper work for the registration

The skills

the webs

neople’s skills and needs in tf
They are experiencing Some
ite in March.

audit teamis still working on a database and website to match

e comm

Inity.

elays due to admin problems hut hope to launch

They aim to verify skills, [evels of ahility, resources and capacity.

At least one person f

audit group

as already got a joh after being in touch with the skills



Updates

Flea Market

meeting agreed that there is a

flea market will be held month

orought the community together sk

twas agreed that the flea market was a huge success. Everyone felt that it
owcased skills and was a lot of fun. The

lot of potential for the flea market to grow and

improve, with better planning and more stall hold
more seating and live music would be positive additions. It Is unlikely that the
y, but the Flea Market working group Is meeting

ers. It was suggested that

to discuss the way forward and will give feedhback at the next meeting.

ECD Centre

The Seven Passes Initiative's new créche (ECD centre) will be starting on 1March.
The building and garden needs a lot of work. Volunteers were encouraged to

contact SPI if they are willing to help. SPI will arra
of the forum know about it in advance.

1ge a work day and let members

Matthew was thanked for his help in drawing up the plans for renovations.

Wilmi said that the ECD center will meet a need in the community for a creche for
children who speak Chichewa and isiXhosa. Afrikaans children are also welcome.

The new creche is not intending to compete with Sonneblom, but provide a place
for children who do not have a place to go.



Updates

Substance Abuse Support

Alcohol abuse Is a serious problem in our community and needs to be addressed

The Church had a week of prayer a
information about how big the pro

jout substance abuse and gathered a lot of

olem 1S

Alot of GBY, crime, child abuse, rape and illness is aggravated hy and often

brought on by substance abuse

The substance ahuse group was re-formed and includes:

It was agreed that there needs

to he further discussion in future meetings



Updates

Updates from SAPS

Levels of reported crime in Touwsranten and Hoekwil What is statutory rape?
remain very low

Anyone under the age of 16 cannot
legally agree to have sex with

Overd days of peak seasonthe police recruited 24 people = "~ " 1c. than 18. Anyone older
from Touwsranten to help outon the beachand SAPSWaS ~  than 18 who has sex with someone

able to pay them. The results were really good, there was younger than 16 is guilty of statutory
a|m03’[ No Crirre rape. Consensual sex between

teenagers aged 12 - 15 is not
statutory rape.
Any sexual act that is not agreed to

Unreported crime, especially domesticviolenceandrape 1y both parties is rape.

remain a hig concern @

The SAPS encouraged the community to report crime, especially domestic <
violence

There were few incidents of assaultand one case of rape reported in Touwsranten

The SAPS raided a drug house and arrests were made. Alot of stolen goods were
recovered

The SAPS urged people to mark or photograph their power tools so that if they are recovered after
being stolen the owner has proof that they belong to them.

The police are urgently looking to recruit reservists. Anyone who wants to be a reservist can contact
st Louw or W/0 Boshoff. People are also encouraged to sign up to join the Community in Blue and
neighbourhood watches. Please contact W/0 Boshoff or Cst Louw

PLEASE DO:
Lock your doors and don't leave the key inan ohvious place when you go out.

Tell childrenahout the dangers of being outside at night in areas where they are at risk
Mark your power tools.




Understanding our Community

The meeting used a method called ‘open chair’ to give voice to the different perspectives and
problems we face in our community. The purpose of this exercise was to help us all get a
better understanding of our community and help us to have empathy.

People were invited to sit in the open chairand presentan "l am ___" statement saying
something about a concern. For example: “l am a single mother who works late hours with
almost no time, I'm trying my hest to make sure my children are safe and fed."or “l am the
Touws river, | am full of litter’

Some of the concerns that were raised:

Parents not taking teens seriously
lgnorance and unwillingness to change

Parents and grandparents who are scared of their drug addicted and affected children

Some of the solutions or ways we could look forward:

Applying grace with yourselfand those around you § Getting more info on Statutory rape

Being aware of what is happening around you and heing empathetic] Willingness to learn

Being the change you want to see § Re-invigorating the idea of a skate park ] Keeping hope

Acceptance for yourself and others despite differences | Planting in open spaces




Looking Forward

In checking out there was a lot of emotion that included sadness, exciteme

disappointment, gratefulness and hope. Roslynn reminded everyone t

Nat

ﬂt'

feelings are

welcome. After the community meeting there were signs of that hope

the road was cleared, cleaned and even had been decorated. This was done by Bienkie anc

ke tf

e next morning

other members of the community. Austin and Helet checked out the open clearing where they

were planning to plant banana trees to discover someone had started a garden and that they

would investigate to support and contribute to the garden.

The next meeting will be on:
Wednesday 23 February at 5:30pm




